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DERBYSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL                                                                                                                                                                    
MANAGEMENT OF HEALTH & SAFETY AT WORK REGULATIONS   
CHILDREN’S SERVICES DEPARTMENT   


	Forest School learning 

GENERAL HEALTH & SAFETY RISK ASSESSMENT FOR:                                                                                                                                                  




	PART 1 : ADMINISTRATIVE DETAILS

	Section/Establishment Name: Fairmeadows Foundation Primary School.
	
	Reviews

	
	
	Review Date
	Reviewed by
	Date
	Changes Made

	Date of Assessment
	19th July 2023
	Date of Issue
	19th July 2023
	
	
	
	
	Y
	N

	
	
	19/7/23
	A Peace 
	
	
	X

	Assessment carried out by
	Amy Peace
	Signature
	A.Peace






	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	

	
	Affected persons:
	Young People/Clients
	X
	Staff
	X
	Visitors
	X
	Contractor
	
	Others (specify)
	
	

	
	
	

	Name of Manager confirming and agreeing Assessment: 
	Mr Andrew Reeves

	Signature:
	



	The following sections should be completed by all staff who need to be made aware of and abide by the findings of the Risk Assessment.  NB: If, as a result of a review, changes are made to the Risk Assessment the relevant box on the attached page should be completed as appropriate by the staff concerned.

	RISK ASSESSMENT



	I confirm that I am aware of and understand the findings of the Risk Assessment and agree to ensure that I will work to the stated Control Measures and bring to the attention of Management any deficiencies in the findings of the Assessment.



	Print Name
	Signature
	Date
	Print Name
	Signature
	Date

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	







· Site users = Participants, practitioners and helpers using the Forest School site.

	RISK ASSESSMENT

	What are the hazards?
	Generic Control Measures 
	


X

	Person to implement
	Additional Control Measures needed to reduce risk to an acceptable level
	Person to implement
	Date to be actioned

	

	Slips, trips and falls

	Staff and young people to wear appropriate footwear to minimise the risk of slipping or tripping.
	
	AP
	· Forest School learning site to be inspected before every session and signed off.
	AP
	

	· 
	Pathways and trails to be routinely monitored for potential dangers or obstacles (fallen branches etc)
	
	AP

	· 
	
	

	· 
	Site users are given clear boundaries as to the areas they can access.
	
	 AP

	· 
	
	

	· 
	First Aid Kit on site in emergency kit bag with designated staff member.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	Designated staff member to hold outdoor first aid certificate.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	Insect bites/stings

	Due to the woodland environment, it is probable that a variety of insects, that can bite or sting be onsite. 
Site users will not be able to undertake Forest School learning unless their clothing fully covers their arms and legs.
	
	AP
	· At their own risk young people may bring their own insect repellent.

	AP
	

	· 
	All parents/carers have advised the school of any known allergic reactions to insect bites and stings. 
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	First Aid Kit on site in emergency kit bag with designated staff member.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	Designated staff member to hold outdoor first aid certificate.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	Infection, specifically through consumption.

	Whilst engaged in activities, children must not eat or drink.
	
	AP
	
	AP
	

	· 
	Site users must not eat anything in the woodland without checking with staff.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	Site users must wash their hands before consuming any food or drink.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	First Aid Kit on site in emergency kit bag with designated staff member.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	Designated staff member to hold outdoor first aid certificate.
	
	
	· 
	
	



	What are the hazards?
	Generic Control Measures 
	


X

	Person to implement
	Additional Control Measures needed to reduce risk to an acceptable level
	Person to implement
	Date to be actioned

	

	Allergic Reaction
	All parents/carers have advised the school of any known allergic reactions.
	
	LP
	
	AP
	

	· 
	Site users to bring along appropriate medication prescribed to them.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	First Aid Kit on site in emergency kit bag with designated staff member.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	Designated staff member to hold outdoor first aid certificate.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	
	
	
	· 
	
	

	· 
	
	
	
	· 
	
	

	· 
	
	
	
	· 
	
	

	Poor behaviour
	Site users will be given clear guidelines and rules to use the Forest School site to understand that behaviour is and is not acceptable during each activity.
	
	AP
	
	AP
	

	· 
	Activities will be stopped if the behaviour of the site users make it unsafe.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	Behaviour which is consistent over the session or previous sessions may see site users excluded from taking part in Forest School sessions permanently if they put themselves and others at risk.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk80273005]Woodland Fire
	In the event of a fire, all site users to be called together and make their way to the emergency assembly point (either fire pit area or tools working area, whichever is safest).
	
	AP
	
	AP
	

	
	First Aid Kit on site in emergency kit bag with designated staff member.
	
	
	· 
	
	

	
	Designated staff member to hold outdoor first aid certificate.
	
	
	· 
	
	

	Mud Slide
	Ensure the mud slide area is clear of any hazards, such as roots or other materials before use.
Children participating in the activity must be wearing suitable clothing which covers arms and legs.
There must be two adults supervising the activity including at least one first aid qualified person. With one at the top of the slide (ensuring only one child uses the slide at a time and is sat down and facing forward) and the other at the bottom (ensuring children exit the activity safely and using the steps provided).
	
	AP
	· Forest School learning site to be inspected before every session and signed off.
	AP
	






	What are the hazards?
	Generic Control Measures 
	


X

	Person to implement
	Additional Control Measures needed to reduce risk to an acceptable level
	Person to implement
	Date to be actioned

	

	Fire / Cooking
	Ensure fire and cooking activities take place only in the designated fire pit area.
	
	AP
	· Fire and Cooking will only take place with site users  when Forest School leader assesses the risks and capabilities for the activity to take place safely and effectively.
· Forest School leader will advise main school leaders if the sessions activities involve fire/cooking.
· Fire/Cooking will only take place with Forest School Leader and Forest School Assistant in place.
· Forest School learning site to be inspected before every session and signed off.
	AP
	

	· 
	Maintain a clear area by removing and avoiding overgrowth or equipment in the fire/cooking area. 
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	All fire/cooking activities ensure the following are easily accessible and available:
-Extra water to put out the fire.
-Burns kit.
-Heat proof clothes for anybody using fire/cooking.
-Fire blanket.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	Site users are given fire safety briefing.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	First Aid Kit on site in emergency kit bag with designated staff member.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	Designated staff member to hold outdoor first aid certificate.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	Building Shelters
	Site users are taught how to tie safe and effective knots as part of the Forest School process.
	
	AP
	· Forest School learning site to be inspected before every session and signed off.
	AP
	

	· 
	Any ropes using in the forest school site are brightly coloured to ensure they stand out, or hazard tape attached to increase visibility.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	Majority of main shelters on the site will be made using light weight tarpaulin.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	Sessions will be stopped or shelters will be taken down if they look unstable or if high winds occur.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	First Aid Kit on site in emergency kit bag with designated staff member.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	Designated staff member to hold outdoor first aid certificate.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	Climbing and Slack Line
	Slack lines must only be attached and dismantled from the trees by the Forest School practitioner.
Climbing area and lines must be checked at regular intervals during usage, to ensure they are secure throughout. Any concerns the Forest School practitioner is to be made aware.
Ensure floor area surrounding the climbing area and slack lines are clear of any hazards.
Children participating in any climbing activity must be wearing suitable clothing which covers arms and legs.
There must be one adult supervising the activity ensuring only one child uses the lines or climbs at a time, with two hands and two feet be in contact at all times.
	
	AP
	· Forest School learning site to be inspected before every session and signed off.
	AP
	



	What are the hazards?
	Generic Control Measures 
	


X

	Person to implement
	Additional Control Measures needed to reduce risk to an acceptable level
	Person to implement
	Date to be actioned

	

	Activities
	Site users will be given clear guidelines and rules to use the Forest School site to understand that behaviour is and is not acceptable during activities and play.
	
	AP
	· Activities will be carefully selected based on the site users and once the Forest School leader assesses the risks and capabilities for the activity to take place safely and effectively.
· Forest School leader will advise main school leaders if the sessions activities involve risk or fire/cooking.
· Some activities, such as fire/cooking will only take place with Forest School Leader and Forest School Assistant in place.
· Forest School learning site to be inspected before every session and signed off.
	AP
	

	· 
	Site users are taught how to tie safe and effective knots as part of the Forest School process.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	Site specific risk assessment completed for every Forest School site used.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	Hazardous areas are identified during exploration with all site users.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	Site users are given clear boundaries for activities which must be adhered to during the activities. 
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	All parents/carers have advised the school of any known allergic reactions on a consent form.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	Any ropes using in the forest school site are brightly coloured to ensure they stand out, or hazard tape attached to increase visibility.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	Practitioners test strength of branches before participants climb trees.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	First Aid Kit on site in emergency kit bag with designated staff member.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	Designated staff member to hold outdoor first aid certificate.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	Forest School learning will take place in all weather conditions.
Participants, practitioners and helpers will not be able to undertake Forest School learning unless:
-Their clothing fully covers their arms and legs.
-They are wearing suitable outdoor clothing suitable for the weather at the time of year.
-They are wearing sensible footwear with tread to minimise risk of slipping and tripping.







	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	What are the hazards?
	Generic Control Measures 
	


X

	Person to implement
	Additional Control Measures needed to reduce risk to an acceptable level
	Person to implement
	Date to be actioned

	

	Weather 
	Forest School learning will take place in all weather conditions unless extremely windy 
Site users will not be able to undertake Forest School learning unless:
-Their clothing fully covers their arms and legs.
-They are wearing suitable outdoor clothing suitable for the weather at the time of year.
-They are wearing sensible footwear with tread to minimise risk of slipping and tripping.
	
	AP
	· Forest School learning site to be inspected before every session and signed off.
	AP
	

	· 
	High winds - Sessions will be stopped or shelters will be taken down if they look unstable or if high winds occur.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	Warm weather ensure shelter is available for children to be sheltered from the sun and water bottles easily accessible.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	In wet weather, the site will be checked and children will be made aware of areas they can and cannot access if dangerous or slippery. In extreme wet weather  the sessions will be cancelled 
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	First Aid Kit on site in emergency kit bag with designated staff member.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	Designated staff member to hold outdoor first aid certificate.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	Covid-19
	All staff volunteers and support on site are to be aware of the school staff guidelines and procedures that have been put in place to help reduce the risk of Covid-19.
When using shared tools, children will either sanitise their hands before and after use or the equipment will be sanitised between each use. 
Due to Health & Safety risk of hand sanitiser with fire, children will wash their hands with soap and water only.
	
	AP
[bookmark: _GoBack]AR  
	· 
	AP 
AR
	












	What are the hazards?
	Generic Control Measures 
	


X

	Person to implement
	Additional Control Measures needed to reduce risk to an acceptable level
	Person to implement
	Date to be actioned

	

	Tools
	Trained Forest School Practitioner will deliver ‘tool talks’ and demonstrate safe use of the tools to all helpers, participants to the Forest Learning Area each time a new tool or for any tool session.
	
	AP
	· Activities will be carefully selected based on the site users and once the Forest School leader assesses the risks and capabilities for the activity to take place safely and effectively.
· Forest School leader will advise main school leaders if the sessions activities involve risk or fire/cooking or tool use.
· Some activities, such as fire/cooking will only take place with Forest School Leader and Forest School Assistant in place.
· Forest School learning site to be inspected before every session and signed off.
	AP
	

	· 
	The ‘ Tool Talk’ will include:
“Tool talk” to include:  Description of tool including 
- working parts 
- How to carry tool
- How to pass tool 
- How and where to store tool 
- How and when to use tool 
- Safe working distances from other people 
- Personal protective equipment required for use of tool
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	Trained Forest School Practitioner to ensure appropriate ratios of qualified leaders and helpers to participants to ensure close monitoring when participants are using tools.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	All tools to be maintained properly before and after use. Trained Forest School leader to ensure maintenance is on a regular basis.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	Provide a designated storage area for tools when they are both on and off site.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	The location of storage areas to be made aware to all participants, helpers and practitioners so as tools can be returned safely and stored in the correct manner after use. 
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	Tools and their storage area to be kept tidy at all times.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	Tool should be stored appropriately, for example knives in a locked knife box.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	To avoid trips and falls, tool storage area onsite should avoid pathways and main walkways.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	Tool maintenance to be part of tool use for all participants helpers and practitioners who use the tools.
	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	First Aid Kit on site in emergency kit bag with designated staff member.
Designated staff member to hold outdoor first aid certificate.

	
	AP
	· 
	
	

	· 
	
	
	
	· 
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